Il se différencie de T. tenuis (Mehlis in Creplin, 1846) par la striation cuticulaire, les distances relatives entre les papilles bursales 2, 3 et 4, et par la configuration de la côte dorsale. Lagopus scoticus, l'hôte type de T. pergracilis est en fait parasité par T. tenuis ce qui confirme la synonymie de T. pergracilis et T. tenuis. Cram (1925) recorded Trichostrongylus pergracilis (Cob bold, 1873) from Colinus virginianus. Subsequently, in her monograph on the nematodes of birds, Cram (1927) reco gnized 2 species, namely Trichostrongylus tenuis (Mehlis in Creplin, 1846) from numerous birds and T. pergracilis from both C. virginianus and Lagopus scoticus. However, after having studied material from many different birds, including Phasianus colchicus, the type host of T. tenuis (as it had been settled by Stiles and Hassal, 1920) , as well as material from L. scoticus, the type host of T. pergra cilis, Cram and Wehr (1934) synonymized these 2 nematode species. This has been accepted widely by all subsequent authors and the difference between the trichostrongylid from C. virginianus and T. tenuis has been overlooked.
Material from C. virginianus that we studied corresponds to T. pergracilis sensu Cram (1927) , and is different from T. tenuis that we examined from various European birds. In this paper a morphological comparison between them are made and a new species is proposed. Since the species is North-American the paper was submitted to the Journal of Parasitology. It was rejected because one of the reviewers was « ...not convinced that evidence has been pre sented to justify the systematic decision ».
MATERIALS AND METHODS
In the paper, 6 males from Colinus and 9 males from other birds were studied. The coincidence between the hosts and the three different characters we had selected to differenciate the spe cies was perfect. Therefore we feel that it was unnecessary to study additional material as was mandated by the « expert ».
Furthermore, the figures by Eloise Cram were not « composite drawings » or « diagrammatic drawings » or scanning electron micrographs but true drawings made by a good specialist. The characteristics of the specimens studied by E. Cram are diagnostic and it is therefore unnecessary to examine the original specimens.
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Agricultural Bureaux St Albans (CAB), n° 1459, all from England and from Pavo cristatus collected in France by Neveu-Lemaire in 1936, Museum National d'Histoire Naturelle de Paris (MNHN), n° 4 MD, were studied. Trichostrongylus cramae n. sp. from C. virginianus Florida, is described. Nomenclature of the rays is according to Chabaud et al. (1970) . Measurements are in micrometers unless staded otherwise.
DESCRIPTION
Trichostrongylus tenuis (Mehlis in Creplin, 1846) Worms from P. cristatus, P. perdix, P. colchicus and L. scoticus were consistent with the description of Cram (1927) , Nagaty (1932) or Petrova (1991 Characteristic transverse striation starting behind the excretory pore of both sexes, and covering three-to fourfifths of the body surface; it may give the worm a crenulated appearance in that region (Fig. 1A) . A ventral view of the caudal bursa, the gubernaculum, the ovejector and the female posterior extremity are illustrated in Figure 1 .
Position of the second, third and fourth bursal papillae (Fig. 1, D) are different to that seen in T. cramae (Fig. 2, E) . Ratio of distance between bursal papillae 3 and 4 to that between papillae 2 and 3 are 1:2.7 (range 1:2.2-1:3.5) in 5 specimens of T. tenuis from L. scoticus (Fig. 3, A-C) , 1:3.1 (range 1:2.3-1:3.8) in 5 specimens from P. perdix (Fig. 3, D-F) and 1:2.9 (range 1:2.2-1:3.9) in 6 specimens from P. cristatus (Fig. 3, G-I) .
Dorsal ray branching near the apex (fig. 4, A-I) , poste rior to the origin of papilla 9. Configuration of the externodorsal and dorsal rays of 3 males from 3 different hosts is illustrated in Figure 4 . Trichostrongylus cramae n. sp.
Syn. T. pergracilis (Cobbold, 1873) sensu Cram, 1927 pro parte. About 35-55 of cephalic region in front of excre tory pore in the females bearing characteristic transverse striations (Fig. 2, A) . Ratio of distance between bursal papillae 3 and 4 to that between papillae 2 and 3 are 1:1.5 (range 1:1.3-1:1.7) (Fig. 3, J-O) .
Dorsal ray branching before origin of papilla 9 (Fig. 4 
, J-N).
Holotype male: Body 4.4 mm long; width gradually increasing from 10 at the anterior end to 50 in front of the caudal bursa. Pronounced transverse striation. Nerve ring, excretory pore and deirids 112, 130 and 135 from the anterior end of the body, respectively; esophagus 680 long. Caudal bursa illustrated in Figure 2 . Spicules thick, with smooth tips, 110 long. Gubernaculum 60 long and 15 wide. Genital cone with rodlike papillae 7 and rounded papilla 0. (Fig. 2) Morphometric characters are the same in the 2 species and they cannot be used for discrimination. From the above descriptions, it is apparent that at least 3 characteristics can be used to distinguish T. tenuis from T. cramae: the portion of body surface covered by the transverse stria tions, the ratio of the distance between bursal papillae 3 and 4 to that between papillae 2 and 3, and the configura tion of dorsal ray.
The last characteristic was used in the dichotomous key proposed by Cram (1927) ; she illustrated the differences in the position of the bursal papillae, and named the spe cimens from Colinus and Lagopus: pergracilis and the spe cimens from others birds: tenuis. It is thus certain that she distinguished the 2 species. However the name T. per gracilis cannot be adopted again, because the type host, L. scoticus, is in fact parasitized by T. tenuis. Similarly, the name Strongylus serratus used by von Linstow (1876) , is inappropriate because the type host, Anser domesticus, is also parasitized by T. tenuis (see Railliet, 1893) . We the refore propose the name Trichostrongylus cramae n. sp. for the parasite from Colinus virginianus.
The present work was done and written independently of the experimental work, which will be published elsewhere.
